Biography:
John Twiggs was born in Maryland on June 5, 1750.  He was the son of George Twiggs and Elizabeth Bryan.  The family migrated to Georgia in 1751 and settled in St. George’s Parish.  Present day Burke County was originally part of St. George Parish.  John was married to Ruth Emanuel, sister of another Revolutionary War hero, David Emanuel, who later became Governor of Georgia. They had six children.

The earliest record of John Twiggs in the Georgia archives is dated June 10, 1772 when a regiment was formed from different parishes for the protection of the property of the colonists from the Indians.  A company was raised in the Parish of St. Paul (now Richmond County) and John Twiggs is mentioned as Lieutenant. On June 3, 1774 he was appointed Captain.  He raised a company and equipped it at his own expense. The company was mustered into a regiment commanded by Col. Samuel Jack and saw Colonial and Revolutionary service.

Prior to June 3, 1777 John Twiggs was commissioned Colonel.  He was commissioned Brigadier General on August 18, 1781 and Major General on September 8, 1791.  His military activities extended in Georgia from Wilkes County in the north and as far south as to within 15 miles of Savannah and into South Carolina including the battle at Camden during which he was wounded.  

Continuing in the militia as a Major General, he escorted President Washington on his visit to Augusta in 1791.  General Twiggs commanded the abortive expedition against the Creek Indians in 1793 and led the state troops that forced dissolution of Elijah Clark’s Trans Oconee Republic in 1794.  During the period leading up to the War of 1812 John Twiggs took an active role in preparing for war with England.

John Twiggs’ political activity included being appointed Justice of the Peace for Burke County in 1782. He became Senator from Richmond County on October 3, 1791.  In 1779 he was appointed the Burke County member of George Walton’s Irregular Executive Council.  In 1780 he, along with George Walton, George Wells, Daniel MacMurphy and William Glascock, was appointed to a commission created to govern Augusta.  This commission was authorized to grant land to refugees from the coast whose lands and houses had been seized by the British, also to straighten the streets of Augusta, to lay out roads and to build a Court House and Jail.

  Additionally, the commission was to select desirable lots for a church and an academy and to direct the building of houses at a proper distancefrom the street and of a proper size.  In his book the ​Story of Augusta​, Dr. Edward Cashin states that this group of leaders "might be considered first the second founders of Augusta if James Oglethorpe and Roger Lacy were the first."    In 1783 General Twiggs was appointed one of the state Indian commissioners and assisted in concluding treaties with the Creeks, obtaining for Georgia cessions of land that eventually became Franklin and Washington Counties.  John Twiggs was also a member of the commission that selected a site for a state university - the University of Georgia.  After its establishment he served as trustee and was a financial contributor to the first college chapel.      Between 1782 and 1785 General Twiggs purchased nearly 1500 acres of confiscated land at New Savannah in Richmond County just south of Augusta.  Through continued acquisitions he enlarged his plantation, "Good Hope", across the Savannah River well into Aiken County, South Carolina.

    General John Twiggs died on March 29, 1816 and was buried at Good Hope Plantation.  He was known to many as the "Savior of Georgia" for his outstanding service during the Revolutionary War.  He established a tradition of military service for his descendants which the Twiggs family has continued to the present day.  His descendants have been notably represented in every American conflict up to and including the Vietnam War. 

