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Have you ever found something interesting about an ancestor in newspaper archives ? This happened to me, and the
information | discovered caused me to conduct research on horses belonging to our Colonial and Revolutionary War
Patriot Ancestors. Perhaps your Patriot, like one of mine, served in a well-known Continental Cavalry unit such as the
Dragoons of Lee’s Legion. Maybe they served in one of many local or state Militia Cavalry units. If so, what details do
you know about the horse(s) your ancestors owned ? Do you know anything about the bloodlines, sizes, or breeders ?
Horse racing was a very popular sport in England and America during the lifetimes of our Patriot ancestors. For that
sport to thrive and for our ancestors to have the horses they needed for work and transportation, knowledge of superior
horse breeding was essential. In the Saturday, 16 May 1801 edition of the Augusta Chronicle Newspaper, at the bottom
of column 1, an advertisement appeared with “INDEPENDENCE” at the top, in capital letters.
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INDEPENDENCE,
1L ttand at che fubfcri-

ber’s. 16 Colum! 1a covnty, near
the mouth of Li:tle river, this feafon,
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to alarge nun.ber. His colts are uvn
commonly larpe and verv valuable. Gocd
care will be taken of fuch mares as are
lefi, but I will not be anfwerable for
accidents. He may beeithes purchafed
ar had tar the fa}l feafon.

JOHN TANKERSLEY.
March 1.

A transcription of the advertisement:

“INDEPENDENCE will stand at the subscriber’s in Columbia County, near the mouth of the Little River, this
season, at the low price of twelve dollars per mare. He was got by the old imported horse Baylor’s
Fearnought, out of a full bred Janus mare, and was bred by Col. Charles Dabney of Hanover County, Virginia.
He is upwards of 16 hands high, remarkably lengthy, and of fine figure; he is remarkably sure, and scarcely a
mare went by the last season, though he went to a large number. His colts are uncommonly large and very
valuable. Good care will be taken of such mares as are left, but | will not be answerable for accidents. He
may be either purchased or had for the fall season.

JOHN TANKERSLEY

March 2.



About “The Subscriber:” John Tankersley (SAR Patriot #P-330607) served as Captain of a Spotsylvania Co. VA Militia unit
during the Revolutionary War. He resigned his commission in 1781 after leading his men from Fredericksburg to
Williamsburg and on to Yorktown for the Siege in October. By the mid-1780’s, he had purchased land and relocated to
what was then known as the Upper part of Richmond County, GA. In 1790, Columbia County was formed from Upper
Richmond. The county now encompasses the cities of Harlem and Grovetown, along with the unincorporated towns of
Appling, Evans, and Martinez. A tributary of the Savannah River, the Little River is 72 miles long and begins about 5 miles
north of Crawfordville, the seat of Taliaferro County. The river flows eastward along the boundaries of the counties of
Wilkes, McDuffie, Lincoln, and Columbia. Below is a 1795 map of the Upper Savannah River Region showing “Little R.,” in
the eastern-central region of Georgia, along the Georgia and South Carolina border. Tankersley stated that he kept
Independence near the mouth of the Little River, shown below, where the Little River flows into the Savannah River.
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In 1954, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completed the construction of a dam across the Savannah River, which created
the Clarks Hill Lake, also known as Lake Thurmond. Consequently, the land in this area was flooded. It is the third-
largest man-made lake east of the Mississippi River. Located in eastern central Georgia, it provides hydroelectric power,
flood control, and opportunities for recreation. During the colonial, revolutionary, and post-revolution years, many
plantations were located along the Savannah and Little Rivers. It would have been a prime location to engage in the
practices of planting, farming, and all that went with it, including horse breeding.

INDEPENDENCE, as stated in the advertisement, descended from horses named Baylor’s Fearnought and Janus, and was
bred by Col. Charles Dabney of Hanover County, VA.



State of Virginia Historical Marker dedicated to Fearnought

As stated on this historical marker located
in the independent city of Emporia, VA,
Baylor’s Fearnought (1755 — 1776) was
quite an important name among horses in
England and America.

Janus was also an important horse in the
history of our country.

According to the website for the
International Museum of the Horse, of the
63 identifiable Thoroughbred imports before
the Revolution, two of the most important
studs were Fearnought and Janus. John
Baylor imported Fearnought in 1764 as a nine-
year-old. Fearnought had a stud fee that was
five times the amount charged for other good
sires, and he was the most important
Thoroughbred sire in America until Diomed
was imported after the Revolution. Janus was
imported as a ten-year-old by Mordecai Booth
in 1756 and had a profound influence on the
Quarter Horse.

Source:
https://www.imh.org/exhibits/past/breeds
-of-the-world/europe/thoroughbred/

It seems that INDEPENDENCE “came from good stock” as the old folks might have said, being a descendant of both
Fearnought and Janus. As for his size, the description “upwards of 16 hands high and remarkably lengthy” seems
accurate as authorities say that Fearnought was 16 hands high and very strongly made.

With the Virginia counties of Caroline, Spotsylvania, and Hanover all being in fairly close proximity to each other, the
story of INDEPENDENCE makes perfect sense geographically. His breeder, Col. Chas. (Charles) Dabney, was an officer in
the American Revolution, and was born in Montpelier, Hanover County, VA, in 1745. According to sources, Dabney
served in various Virginia-based units and was present in October 1781 for the Siege at Yorktown. John Tankersley was

likely born in Caroline County but later moved to Spotsylvania County.

In summary, if you want to learn more about your ancestors, try researching newspaper archives if possible. You may

just find a treasure trove of information.

And, if you ever find yourself in a boat or swimming near the mouth of the Little River at Lake Thurmond, know that you
are approximately 330 feet above sea level and 130+ feet above the old stomping ground of INDEPENDENCE the Stud

Horse. He was a Ladies Man.




