OUR NEWEST CHAPTER HAS BEEN CREATED

06.4
CHAPTER CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
The question is usually asked, “What goes into the Constitution and By-laws?”  Webster defines Constitution as being “The basic form of a thing” - its make-up and, in the case of a state society or chapter, the mode in which it is organized, especially the manner in which sovereign power is distributed.  He defines By-laws as “A rule adopted by and organization chiefly for the government of its members and the regulation of its affairs.”  So, the constitution gives the big overall picture, and the by-laws give the details.  It is usually to your advantage to be as general as possible in your Constitution and provide the required specifics in your by-laws.

The first Constitution of the National Society (NSSAR), adopted in 1890, had eight short articles, which named the organization, gave the objectives described the membership, listed the positions of officers, set the amount of dues, described meetings and elections, gave future Boards of Management the authority to write the By-laws and provided for amendments to the constitution,  It is still basically the same document established in 1890.

Since then, over twenty-seven amendments have been adopted which do such things as further describe the membership, regulate state societies and chapters and describe the duties of the officers.

Each chapter should examine its own needs as to brevity or specificity.  For your convenience, the Georgia Society By-laws may be found in Section 7.0 Georgia Society By-Laws. Additionally, an example of a chapter’s constitution and by-laws is provided in Appendix A. THE SAMPLE CAN THEN BE MODIFIED TO SUIT YOUR CHAPTER’S NEEDS.
