6.8.1    Installation of Chapter Officers (alternate)

INSTALLING OFFICER:

“MY COMPATRIOTS, WE HAVE ASSEMBLED FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSTALLING INTO OFFICE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ELECTED TO SERVE YOU FOR THE COMING YEAR.”

“BEFORE PROCEEDING, LET US SEEK DIVINE GUIDANCE”

"ALL COMPATRIOTS AND GUESTS PLEASE RISE.”

THE CHAPLAIN WILL THEN PRAY: (A SUGGESTED PRAYER)

"O LORD GOD OF HOSTS AND COMMANDER OF US ALL, BLESS, WE BESEECH THEE, OUR LABORS IN BEHALF OF OUR COUNTRY. GRANT THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM TO THOSE WHO ARE ABOUT TO BE INVESTED WITH OFFICIAL AUTHORITY AND LEADERSHIP IN OUR SOCIETY, SO THAT THEY WILL HAVE THE ABILITY TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS.  PROVIDE THEM WITH THE WILL TO SERVE AND THE KNOWLEDGE TO DIRECT. AMEN.”

THE INSTALLING OFFICER WILL NOW SAY:

"YOU MAY BE SEATED."

“THE DESIGNATED CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE WILL CALL THE ROLL OF THOSE ABOUT TO BE INSTALLED, BEGINNING WITH THE PRESIDENT-ELECT."

THE PRESIDENT-ELECT AND STAFF OFFICERS WILL FORM A LINE FACING THE INSTALLING OFFICER (PRESIDENT-ELECT FIRST IN LINE TO LEFT OF THE INSTALLING OFFICER).

THE INSTALLING OFFICER WILL GIVE THE FOLLOWING CHARGE:

"MY COMPATRIOTS, AN ELECTIVE OR APPOINTIVE OFFICE IN OUR SOCIETY SHOULD NEVER BE ACCEPTED MERELY AS AN HONOR, A TITLE OR A REWARD. IT SHOULD BE REGARDED AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE IN OUR NOBLE ORGANIZATION, THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION."

"BY YOUR SELECTION, THE COMPATRIOTS OF THIS CHAPTER HAVE CONSIDERED YOU TO BE THE BEST QUALIFIED TO SERVE IN THE OFFICE TO WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN ELECTED."

INSTALLING OFFICER NOW ADDRESSES THE NEWLY-ELECTED STAFF:

“YOU ARE THE STAFF OF THE PRESIDENT.  BY TEAMWORK, MUCH CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED DURING THE COMING YEAR. EACH OF YOU MUST DO YOUR SHARE."  ARE YOU WILLING TO ACCEPT THIS TRUST?"

(ANSWER: “I AM”)

THE INSTALLING OFFICER (TO STAFF):

"I ASK THAT YOU RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND AND REPEAT AFTER ME:

"I (STATE YOUR NAME) IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, THE FLAG OF OUR COUNTRY AND OF OUR SOCIETY, AND OF THE COMPATRIOTS HERE ASSEMBLED, SINCERELY PROMISE TO FAITHFULLY PERFORM THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE TO WHICH I HAVE BEEN ELECTED."

THE INSTALLING OFFICER:

“YOU MAY LOWER YOUR HANDS.”

INSTALLING OFFICER. "TO THE PRESIDENT- ELECT:

"A GREAT CONFIDENCE HAS BEEN PLACED IN YOU. THE COMPATRIOTS LOOK TO YOU FOR LEADERSHIP DURING YOUR TENURE OF OFFICE.”  “ARE YOU WILLING TO ACCEPT THIS TRUST?”

(ANSWER:  ‘I AM’)

‘WHILE IT IS A DISTINCTION TO BE CHOSEN AS PRESIDENT, IT IS ALSO A CHALLENGE TO YOU TO WORK IN THE INTEREST OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.”

‘I NOW ASK THAT YOU RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND AND REPEAT AFTER ME THIS PLEDGE:”

“I (STATE YOUR NAME) IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, THE FLAG OF MY COUNTRY AND OF OUR SOCIETY, AND OF THE COMPATRIOTS HERE ASSEMBLED, DO HEREBY PLEDGE MYSELF TO UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY, SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, AND TO FAITHFULLY PERFORM THE DUTIES AS PRESIDENT OF THIS CHAPTER TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY.”

“YOU MAY LOWER YOUR HAND”

THE INSTALLING OFFICER PLACES THE NECK RIBBON ON THE PRESIDENT AND SAYS:

“I NOW INVEST YOU WITH THE INSIGNIA OF YOUR OFFICE.  WEAR IT PROUDLY.  HERE ALSO IS THE PRESIDENT’S GAVEL.  USE IT WITH DIGNITY AND IMPARTALITY.”

“ON BEHALF OF ALL COMPATRIOTS OF OUR SOCIETY I OFFER BEST WISHES FOR SUCCESS.”

THE INSTALLING OFFICER SHAKES HANDS WITH THE NEW PRESIDENT, TURNS TO THE ASSEMBLY AND SAYS”

“I NOW ANNOUNCE THAT THE OFFICERS YOU HAVE SELECTED TO GUIDE YOU FOR THE COMING YEAR HAVE BEEN WELL AND DULY INSTALLED.”

NEWLY-ELECTED PRESIDENT AND STAFF FACE THE AUDIENCE.

“LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:  I PRESENT TO YOU THE NEW PRESIDENT OF 

(NAME CHAPTER) AND HIS STAFF.”

THE INSTALLING OFFICER LEADS APPLAUSE, THEN SAYS:

“THE NEWLY-INSTALLED PRESIDENT AND STAFF WILL RETURN TO THEIR SEATS.”

THE INSTALLING OFFICER CALLS THE PAST PRESIDENT TO THE PODIUM AND SAYS:

“YOU HAVE COMPLETED YOUR TERM AS PRESIDENT OF (NAME CHAPTER).  YOUR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE HAVE HELPED THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND THIS CHAPTER IN MANY WAYS.  WE ARE GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING SERVICE”

“PLEASE GIVE THE NEW PRESIDENT AND HIS STAFF YOUR FULL SUPPORT AND CONTINUE TO SERVE OUR SOCIETY.”

THE INSTALLING OFFICER PRESENTS APPROPRIATE AWARD(S), IF ANY, TO THE PAST PRESIDENT AND SHAKES HIS HAND.

THE PAST PRESIDENT RETIRES, FOLLOWED BY THE INSTALLING OFFICER.

THE NEWLY-ELECTED PRESIDENT TAKES THE PODIUM AND MAKES APPROPRIATE REMARKS, THEN CONDUCTS ANY ESSENTIAL CHAPTER BUSINESS.

THE ATTENDEES ARE ASKED TO STAND, THE COLORS ARE ORDERED RETIRED, THE CHAPLAIN GIVES THE BENEDICTION, THE RECESSIONAL IS REPEATED AND THE MEETING IS ADJOURNED.
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