8.1 National and Georgia Societies Rules of Protocol
8.1
GENERAL

The observance of established rules of protocol will increase the prestige and dignity of SAR functions.  The basic principles of protocol are to observe rules of ranking of office, courtesy and sound judgment.  The first two principles are addressed specifically, but sound judgment permeates throughout.

8.2
RANKING OF OFFICERS
The President General is the ranking officer of the National Society and should be regarded as the guest of honor at all SAR functions.  The State Society President is the highest-ranking officer in his state society and should receive such recognition.  In his state he outranks the Vice Presidents General.  The Chapter President is the ranking officer of the chapter and the ranking principle applies at chapter functions.

President General Title: All former presidents general retain their title for life and will be addressed as President General. They should identify their years of office when corresponding or signing their name. It is proper when writing about them to identify them as (for example) former President General Jones (1994-95) using small “f” with former.

In the sequence of seniority, the National Society is first, the State Society is second, followed by the Chapter.

The ranking of National Society officers is as follows and may be used as a guide for state societies and chapters: President General, Vice President General, Secretary General, Treasurer General, Chancellor General, Genealogist General, Registrar General, Historian General, Librarian General, Surgeon General, and Chaplain General. 
The ranking of State officers is as follows: President, Former Presidents, President-elect, Senior Vice President, Region Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar, Historian, Chancellor, Chaplain, Genealogist, National Trustee, Alternate Trustee, former National officers, and State officers Emeritus.  The ranking of State officers may be used as a guide for Chapters.

8.3
COURTESY
A guide of precedence for a possible State Society function is as follows:



State Society President



President General



Governor of the State and his/her representative



United States Senator



United States Congressman



Mayor of City



Former Presidents General



National SAR officers in order of seniority



Visiting State Society Presidents



Active Host State Society Officers



Former National Society Officers



Emeritus State Officers



National Presidents of other organizations or societies



State Presidents of other societies

8.4
SEATING ARRANGEMENTS
At Georgia Society functions, the State Society President, as the presiding officers occupies the center place.  The highest-ranking officer is on his right, the next ranking is on his left, following the precedence as already given.

At luncheons and banquets, the number of people attending should determine the size of the head table in a reasonable ratio to the assemblage.  If ladies are to be included at the head table, the ladies and gentlemen should be alternate in seating.  If possible, a lady should not be seated in the last chair at either end of the table.  Reserved front table(s) can be reserved for spouses of persons at the head table and other personages as required.

8.5
GREETINGS AND RECOGNITION
The highest-ranking guest should be introduced for any greeting with others in order of precedence.  It is wise to limit the number of greetings.  It is unfair to the speaker and to the audience to have lengthy and numerous greetings.  In many cases a quick recognition will suffice.

When introducing the head table or other special reserved tables, an announcement should be made to withhold applause until all are introduced.

8.6
REQUESTS FOR VISITS BY THE PRESIDENT GENERAL

Requests for visits by the President General should be made:

(a)
As soon as possible after his election.  His schedule is normally set by September.  It might be a good idea to your invitation ready and submit it at the Annual Congress usually at the State Presidents Breakfast.

(b)
A letter of invitation should be sent to the President General with a copy to the Executive Director.

(c)
The President General will attempt to visit each of the Districts of the National Society during his term of office. Vice Presidents General of the contiguous districts should confer to coordinate the invitations to the President General to allow the best coverage and to minimize travel duplications.

The President General and his wife, if she accompanies him, are always guest(s) of the inviting State Society or Chapter, which will arrange for hotel and other accommodations which should be the expense of the host organization.  Meals are also their responsibility of the host.

8.7
REQUESTS FOR VISITS BY THE STATE PRESIDENT
Requests for visits by the Georgia Society President should be made as soon as possible after he has been installed into office.  This permits him to arrange his visits so that several visits may be made in succession.  There is a standing objective by the Georgia Society Presidents to visit all the chapters in the Georgia Society during his year in office.  Regional Vice Presidents should assist with the coordination of these visits.
Updated 2/16/2009
