12.01B Use of DNA in the SAR Application Process


NSSAR Genealogy Committee Policies (29 Nov 2023)
5.4006 Policy with Respect to the Use of DNA Evidence. 
SAR looks at the breadth of information, including genetic information, to prove lineage. We also recognize the importance of respecting privacy. Therefore, any use of Personally Identifiable Information (PII) of living people for DNA evidence will require affirmative consent from those individuals. The Genealogy Staff will review DNA proofs that are limited to generations one to two or generations two to three only.  Proof of the parentage of an applicant in the absence of a birth certificate or similar proof confirming the parent’s names, is the preferred circumstance for use of DNA testing.  If DNA testing of minors is precluded for legal reasons and when DNA cannot be used, sworn signed affidavits submitted by a close relative with first-hand knowledge of the circumstances of the birth or, in the case of a surrogacy, by the surrogate birth mother attesting to the identity of the biological parent of the child is acceptable.  
DNA proofs linking earlier generations can be used only if the DNA proof argument is prepared by a professional genealogist with expertise in DNA analysis such as DNA specialist holding certification by the Board for the Certification of Genealogists with a specialization in DNA, or other known specialists in DNA research who have been vetted and accepted by the NSSAR.  The applicant will bear the cost of the accepted genealogist. The SAR will accept the conclusions reached by a recognized DNA expert without re-review. However, the proof argument used, including all supporting documentation and consent forms, must be included with the application submittal.
