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Student Awards

Americanism Poster Contest

Contest Description:  
The purpose of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Annual Poster Contest is to stimulate interest in the history of the Revolutionary War at the grade level when this period of American History is usually taught in the Georgia public school system. This contest is open to students at the third through fifth grade levels.  Scout groups are also subject to compete at the same grade levels.  This is a National contest which begins at the Chapter level, with each SAR chapter judging posters from schools in its area to determine 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners from each school. Each Chapter then determines an overall Chapter winner to submit to the Georgia Society (GASSAR), which determines 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners at the state level. Each State then submits its 1st place winner to be judged at the NSSAR Annual National Congress, where 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. National winners are determined.  
Students are given a specific theme for the contest as announced by the National Society in July or August preceding the school year and compete by preparing a standard size poster addressing the given theme.  Judging is based on addressing the theme, showing evidence of research, neatness, and originality. 

Theme: 
The guidelines for the Poster Contest are set by the NSSAR, but the specific topics are determined at the state level by the GASSAR Education Committee. Consistent with the stated permanent themes of the SAR for this contest, "Revolutionary War Events" in school years ending in an even number will be the general topic. The specific options for topic selection for the GASSAR poster contest will be one of these: 
1. One of the following Revolutionary War Battles in Georgia:*
a. *Battle of Kettle Creek

b. *Battle of Brier Creek

c. * Siege of Savannah

OR

2. The Battle of Yorktown

Contest Guidelines: 
Who may enter the Contest?  Students who are in the third, fourth, or fifth grade at a public or private school, or at the equivalent level of Home Schooling may participate.   
Rules:  

· A minimum of 12 posters per school must be submitted for cash prizes to be awarded to winners at the school

• Use a standard poster board size of 22 inches by 28 inches.  

• Any media of drawing material may be used. Unpublished material (not commercially printed) may be used. Three dimensional posters will not be accepted.  
• The subject conforms to the announced topic. It must show evidence of research. The student may include a brief explanation on the poster concerning any symbols used.  

• Group posters are not allowed. Each poster must be the work of an individual student.  

• All entries must have the following information taped to the back of the poster: Name, Address, Home Phone Number, Age, Grade, Name of teacher, Name of School, Address of school. No student names on the front of the poster will be permitted.
• Original computer aided graphics designed material by the student may be used on the posters. It is limited to only 50 percent of the poster. No commercially produced or printed material, including clip art is allowed. Use of trademarked or copyrighted material will be grounds of disqualification.
• The subject conforms to the announced topic. It must show evidence of research. The student may include a brief explanation on the poster concerning any symbols used.  

• Group posters are not allowed. Each poster must be the work of an individual student.  

• All entries must have the following information taped to the back of the poster: Name, Address, Home Phone Number, Age, Grade, Name of teacher, Name of School, Address of school.
TIPS for a Good Poster:  

• Display the name of the Topic prominently on the poster.  

• Include some limited text to reflect facts and figures to evidence research on the subject. Posters with "boxed" text tend to present a better appearance than those with no text and those with randomly scattered text.  

• Very basic Internet research often reveals major myths of history to avoid on a given subject.  

• While the American flag is a very proud patriotic symbol, avoid using modern versions of it on the poster and use the correct historical flag for the time period if a flag is used.  

• Limiting the text to a few bulleted items can decrease the opportunity for grammar and spelling errors. Limited pasting of computer-generated text is permitted.  

• Spell out the names. Don't use postal abbreviations, such an NY for New York.  

• Art work giving the appearance that it was obviously not done by the student may be downgraded by the judges. Neatly done original artwork tends to judge better than computer generated illustrations.  

Judging Criteria: 

• Does the poster express the annual topic/theme? 

• Does the poster show originality by the student? 

• Does the poster show evidence of research? • Does the poster show artistic merit and creativity? 

• Does the poster reflect historical accuracy? 

• Is the poster neat? Creative use of a computer can improve the overall appearance and neatness of the poster.  
Important Dates:

*By week of March 9, 2020 -Judging by Chapter of posters at each school  

*By April 25, 2020-Judging by Georgia Society of chapter winners  

*NSSAR Congress (July, 2020) -Judging of National winners  

The recognition of Chapter and State winners will be at the respective school(s) in a timely manner before the end of the school year.  

Poster Contest Prizes are:
1st
Chapter $ (varies by chapter)

GA $100

NSSAR $ 200 
2nd
Chapter $ (varies by chapter) 

GA $   75
NSSAR $ 150 
3rd
Chapter $ (varies by chapter)

GA $   50
NSSAR $ 100 
4th





GA $   30
5th
 




GA $   25
GASSAR Education Chairman:  Rick Reese, by email, rickreese68@att.net
Americanism Brochure Contest
The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest 
Rules for Contest Entrants: 

1. Open to students in the 6th, 7th, 8th or 9th grades, depending on which year the American Revolution is taught in their educational system - including private, church based and home schooled students.  A student can only enter once during these school grades.  One Brochure per student - Not by a group. 

2. The brochure must conform to the theme: One of the Nation’s Five Foundational Documents:  The student should research one of these five foundational documents in the American Revolutionary War:  1. Articles of Confederation; 2. Declaration of Independence; 3. Constitution; 4. Federalist Papers; and 5. Bill of Rights. Find information and pictures on-line, or in the library. (Do not just cut & paste!)

3. Brochure size:  The brochures should be made from a single 8 ½” x 11” piece of paper. The paper must be folded according to the instructions provided for the contest.  The content of the various panels of the brochure should align with the instructions provided.  See Page 2 – Explanation of Panels.     

4. Paper thickness & Color:  Any common paper so long as the final product can be folded closed as a tri-fold 8 ½” x 11” brochure.  White paper is most common, but pastel, or color paper is acceptable. 

5. Artwork: Ideas are the most important element in these brochures and the art is merely a means of conveying those ideas. All artwork on brochures that is hand drawn is highly valued, although artwork created by the young person using software is acceptable. Tracing is permissible and simple drawings that represent complex concepts are encouraged for those who may doubt their artistic skills.  

6. Pasting: Pasting of hand drawn art work onto a master is permitted. Do not paste pictures from magazines, books, or off the Internet, or make extensive use of clip art.   

7. Text: The written text is commonly hand printed. Typed text sections (even pasted on) are also permitted. [CAUTION: This must be original text written by the student – not clipped from magazines, books or taken off the Internet.]  

8. Identification: See below ‘SAR Brochure Panels Explained’.  Make special note that the student’s name and school on the Back Panel of the brochure is covered by a 3”x 3” Post-It® note throughout all judging at the Chapter, State and National level.   

9. Brochure entries may be disqualified for these reasons: (a) did not adhere to the Annual Americanism Theme; (b) is not 8 ½” x 11” in size; (c) is not a tri-folded brochure (cannot be folded).   

10. Judging: Brochures will be judged focusing on the following elements: 
a. Content        b. Creativity    c. Correctness 

11. PRIZES INCLUDE:  Awards and Cash!     Prizes & Awards for local contests vary by SAR Chapter and by State.  The National Prize & Awards are:  as of 2016 Congress:       
1st Place: $300  2nd Place: $200 3rd Place: $100 

The NSSAR Americanism Committee has approve these guideline:   The judging Criteria rates highest hand drawn art work and authored text by the student as oppose to cut and paste from books, magazines and the Internet. Computer aided graphics designed material may be used. However, this material must be of original design. No commercially produced or printed material such as clip art should be used.  Leniency Note:  In the spirit of encouraging entries in this new contest and reducing disqualifications, judges may read “should”, for “must”, in the detailed instructions.  

SAR Brochure Contest Rules-at-a-Glance + Panels Explained The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest Rules for Contest Entrants: 

Following is an explanation of what each panel of the brochure should contain: 

a. Cover: A title and a picture 

b. Inside Cover: Picture to accompany the introduction.  May also contain a brief caption or explanation of the picture. 

c. First inside panel when Cover is opened (while folded): An introduction that presents the basic facts of the event and succinctly states the main idea presented in the interior of the brochure.  The introduction should have a title, be written in paragraph form, and clearly communicate the overarching concept of the brochure. 

d. Two inner panels: A detailed explanation of the ideas of the student around the theme.  This written explanation should provide a systematic argument persuading the reader to the point of view of the author; that is, it should be a persuasive essay.  The writing should be clear, well organized, and convincing.  These panels may also contain pictures and/or artwork that make the brochure more aesthetically appealing.  Some questions that may be helpful for the students to consider when completing these panels would include: 

i. What are the lessons for our country within this document? 

ii. How does this document reflect American society and American values? 

iii. What thoughts do you have regarding the sacrifices made by the participants who drafted this document? 

iv. What was the outcome of this document and how did this outcome impact American history? 
v. What motivated the participants to be a part of creating this document? 

vi. Could you have been a participant in creating this document?   

e. Back Panel: The following information must be included in the exact order specified on the back panel of the brochure inside a 2 ½” x 2 ½” framed box.  Failure to include this information, and to contain all the information in the 2 ½” x 2 ½” framed box, can result in disqualification from the competition.   
i. Student’s Name: First, Middle Initial, and Last  
ii. School District 
iii. School Name: school name; or C.A.R. Society; or Scouting Troop 
 iv. Grade in School: (in California – 8th Grade) + School Year: 20xx-yy 
v. Student’s Teacher’s Name:  
vi. SAR Code: (provide to teacher):  e.g. TXSSAR + SAR Chapter name 

[NOTE 1: When a Brochure is submitted from another source, other than a school, e.g. C.A.R. Society, or home schooled child, reflect that in the info block.]   
[NOTE 2: SAR will conceal the above personal information throughout the judging process using a 3”x 3” Post-It® note.]  

Teacher Awards

Tom and Betty Lawrence History Teacher (Essay) Contest
Contest Description:  This contest is open to middle and secondary (high school) social studies teachers in Georgia that provide instruction on the Revolutionary War.  The judging is based on a written essay, curriculum vitae of educational and professional background, and letters of recommendation from a supervisor and Principal.   The essay must be 500 words or longer discussing the importance of teaching the American Revolution, and providing details of any extraordinary teaching techniques or innovative projects used to teach the American Revolution.  It should also discuss why the applicant wants to attend the Freedoms Foundation Summer Graduate Teacher Workshop and how the teacher would use what is learned at the workshop in future classes.

Contest Guidelines:  Awards and judging are done at the state and national levels.  Chapters may enter as many contestants at the state level of competition as they wish.  Required application forms are available on the national SAR website.

Awards:  A certificate and $300 cash award will be awarded at the GASSAR annual conference to the state winner whose application will be submitted to the national contest.  Each chapter’s entrant will receive a certificate (one per chapter) of recognition and each chapter participating with an entry will be recognized with a certificate.  The national winner will win an expense paid trip to the Freedoms Foundation Summer Graduate Teacher Workshop.
Deadline:  Completed applications must be submitted to a local chapter by December 1.  Chapters must submit postmarked entries to the State Education Committee Chairman (Rick Reese) by December 23rd. The state winner will be selected by December 30th.  Mail to:
Rick Reese
250 Lakeview Ridge West

Roswell, GA 30076
SAR Member & Female Outreach Awards

John Dooly Education Outreach Award

Contest Description:  This award goes to a GASSAR member who has significantly contributed their time and efforts in an outstanding manner to our youth and adult education outreach program as a member of the SAR.  The award is given at the state level.  No standard format for submitting a member at the state level is required, but a submission should provide sufficient information to convince judges of the outstanding nature of program participation and activity by the nominee.  The period of activity for consideration is not limited to a specific time frame but must cover at least a 1-year period.

Contest Guidelines:  A chapter can nominate more than one SAR member each year.  The nominee is not required to be a member of the chapter making the nomination.  A person may only receive the award once.  
Awards:  A certificate, $200 gasoline credit card, and plaque will be awarded at the GASSAR annual conference to the winner and the winner will be a guest of the Education Committee at the award presentation.  Each chapter’s entrants will receive a certificate of recognition.  
Deadline:  The deadline for submissions of packets for recommendation for the award is December 23rd (email to RickReese68@att.net). The winning entrant will be selected by December 30th.

Nancy Hart Education Outreach Award

Contest Description:  This award goes to a female who has significantly contributed their time and efforts in an outstanding manner to youth and adult education outreach programs.  The award is given at the state level.  No standard format for submitting a recommendation at the state level is required, but a submission should provide sufficient information to convince judges of the outstanding nature of program participation and activity.  The period of activity for consideration is not limited to a specific time frame but must cover at least a 1-year period.

Contest Guidelines:  A chapter can nominate more than one female each year.  A person may only receive the award once.  

Awards:  A certificate, $200 gasoline credit card, and plaque will be awarded at the GASSAR annual conference to the winner and they will be a guest of the Education Committee at the award presentation.  Each chapter’s entrants will receive a certificate of recognition.

Deadline:  The deadline for submissions of packets for recommendation for the award is December 23rd (email to RickReese68@att.net). The winning entrant will be selected by December 30th.
SAR Chapter Awards

Dr. Lyman Hall Education Outreach Award

Contest Description:  This award goes to the chapter that has shown the most improvement in their GASSAR Education Outreach program during the current year from the previous year .  The award is given at the state level.  No standard format for submitting a recommendation at the state level is required, but a submission should provide sufficient information to convince judges of the level of improvement from the previous year.  Thus, a description of the prior year activity as well as the current year is necessary.  The period of activity for consideration in the current calendar year is January through November.
Contest Guidelines:  Any chapter officer or outreach participant in a chapter with an education outreach program can nominate their chapter for consideration.  A chapter may receive the award in successive years.  

Awards:  A certificate and a $200 cash prize to the chapter for use in improvements in its outreach program will be awarded at the GASSAR annual conference to the winner.  Only ONE (1) Chapter will be recognized as THE Most Improved.
Deadline:  The deadline for submissions of packets for recommendation for the award is an email of December 23rd (Email to RickReese68@att.com). The winning entrant will be selected by December 30th.

Best Chapter Education Outreach Award

Contest Description: This award goes to the chapter with best overall youth & adult education outreach program in calendar year.

Awards: A certificate and a $200 cash prize to the chapter for use in improvements in its outreach program will be awarded at the GASSAR annual conference to the winner, except that a chapter will not be awarded the cash prize if they also won the cash prize for the Dr. Lyman Hall Award (most improved chapter).

Deadline:  The deadline for submission of recommendations for the award is an email by December 23rd to RickReese68@att.net.

Chapter Education Outreach Streamer Award

Contest Description:  This certificate and streamer is presented at the GASSAR annual conference to any chapter that has sponsored education outreach programs to a total of 1,000 or more students and/or adults during the calendar year.   
Contest Guidelines:  To qualify, a report of outreach activity showing the date of activity, estimated attendance, presenter, and type of program must be presented to the Education Committee Chairman.  Thus, chapters should ensure that if they are eligible for a streamer, that they report their statistics at the end of the year (prior to December 23) to the Education Committee Chairman (RickReese68@att.net).

Awards:  Each Chapter meeting the criteria will receive a certificate and a streamer.
Deadline:  A December 23rd deadline is required to allow sufficient time to order streamers.  
Education Program Timeline Checklist
December 1, 2019 – Submissions for the Tom & Betty Lawrence History Teacher (Essay) Contest must be in to chapters.

December 23, 2019 – Submission packets for the following award recommendations must be postmarked (or e-mailed) by this date and sent to the State Education Committee Chairman.

· John Dooley Education Outreach Award (Compatriot)
· Nancy Hart Education Outreach Award (Female)
· Dr. Lyman Hall Education Outreach Award (Most Improved Chapter)

· Best Chapter Education Outreach Award

· Chapter Education Outreach Streamer

December 23, 2019 – Chapter submissions to the state for the Tom & Betty Lawrence History Teacher Award must be postmarked on or before this date.

Spring BOM Meeting (2020) – This is the deadline for poster and brochure contest entries to the State.
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