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The Washington Guard Uniform is meant to represent the type of uniform worn by officers of the Continental Line as shown for a member of the Georgia Society.  This basic style of a long coat with tails over a vest and white dickey shirt, with knee-length pants, white stockings to the knee, buckled shoes, and tricorn hat, is used in most state societies of the SAR as the uniform worn by its flag bearers within the State Color Guard.  Each state society establishes the color combination for its use.  

The Georgia Society uses the color combination of navy and buff, a combination worn by the North Atlantic regiments of New York and New Jersey.  Its uniform with two epaulets represents the ranks of Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, and Majors.

There are several benefits to choosing the Washington Guard uniform.  As a unit of men all wearing the same outfit, the presentation is very striking to the public.  When given a choice, it tends to be the outfit highlighted in press releases.  It attracts a lot of attention when appearing in it as a speaker or as an individual at community events, and is particularly of interest to youngsters.  In Georgia, it has become the symbol of the State Color Guard among those regularly requesting State Color Guard participation in events around the state.  Selecting this style in the Georgia Color Guard allows you to join about 35 other persons from around the state with the same uniform.

Only those wearing this uniform may carry one of the historical flags in the State Color Guard for Georgia.  One wearing this uniform may also carry a musket rather than a flag

The complete outfit must be compiled from several sources.  Following are recommended sources for the outfit worn by the Georgia Society:

Hat – Hand finished black wool felt tricorn hats with black trim should be ordered from James Townsend & Son, Inc. at 1-800-338-1665 (item # TH-905) or through the internet at http://jas-townsend.com/index.php.  You must provide a hat size.  You may wish to check your anticipated hat size against those owned by some of the State Color Guard members.  The cost was $62 plus shipping as of December 2014.

Stockings – Plain white, knee-high stockings are needed for the outfit.  Soccer socks will generally serve this purpose.  Those sold by some soccer outfit stores are of a nylon or polyester make and may be more attractive to use than cotton socks.  At least two pairs are recommended.

White Gloves – These are available from many sources such as military base stores and Army/Navy stores.  Those with a patterned or rubber palm are convenient to avoid flagpoles from slipping through the hands.  Two pairs are recommended.  The first pair is compliments of the Georgia Society Color Guard.

Black Shoes – A pair of plain-toed black shoes already owned can usually be used.  The uniform can be ordered with a set of shoe buckles on straps that slip over any black shoe to give it the appearance of a buckled shoe. They work well with a pair of inexpensive, but comfortable, slip on shoes dedicated to the purpose.  Period shoes with straps for fitting buckles can be ordered from several suppliers as James Townsend, Fugawee, or Smoke and Fire
Watch Cloak – A semi-fitted black cloak with collar and circular shoulder cape made of 80% wool blanketing, with cotton lining, was available from James Townsend for $165 (item MC-162).  Shipping extra.  This coat is not part of the Color Guard uniform, but is convenient for wearing in cold weather before and after official events, and maintains the period flavor.

Uniform (self-made) – Some members or one of their family members or friends may be proficient at sewing and can create their uniform.  This may be done using McCall’s sewing pattern numbers 2257, 2258, or 2259 depending upon your size.  Those who have done this will probably have a better made, more custom-fit outfit, but it probably is not a project for the casual sewer.  Material costs may be about $100 according to some sources (plus buttons, a big cost factor).  We recommend looking closely at a few outfits in use by the Color Guard if you plan to follow this approach.

Uniform (commercially made) – State societies tend to use the same source for all of their uniforms to ensure consistency.  Consider Accents by Moggy in Dahlonega, GA.  An order form and other information can be found in the 18.02.X sections of the Source Book.  You should not order the tricorn hat from this source since the style used has a white rim around the hat.

Another commercial source of authentic period reproductions of Washington Guard style uniforms is G. Gedney Godwin, Inc., P.O. Box 100 (2139 Welsh Valley Road), Valley Forge, PA 19481 [(610) 783-0670].  However, this is a source of authentic reproductions and not costumes, and the costs are much higher.

Uniform Accessories and Care

Color Guard members are not authorized to wear neck ribbons, medals, canteens, swords, or other such accessories that might alter the uniform look of the Washington Guard outfit worn by the Color Guard as a group.  Care should also be taken not to wear sunglasses while in uniform at events and for photographs.

The material in the commercially obtained Washington Guard uniform is washable except for the shoulder boards.  It is suggested that you remove the shoulder boards, turn the uniform inside out, and wash the uniform in cold water, using a good detergent, plus some hair shampoo for “ring around the collar,” then hang to dry, and wear.

