18.07 Flags and Streamers

18.07.1  Flags

A variety of flags are available for use at events attended by Chapter and State Color Guards.  As a minimum, the United States National Flag and the SAR Flag (with streamers) will be used at SAR meetings.  When three or more flags are used at any events, the State Flag is included and takes precedence over the SAR Flag.  At DAR sponsored events, the DAR Flag, if available, may be carried by the Color Guard and would precede the SAR Flag in order of prominence.  

Other flags will be used depending upon the attendance of members of the Color Guard at the event.  Typically, flags that may have served as a national standard at some point in history reserve some prominence in the selection of flags and in their order of appearance within a column of flag bearers (such as the Betsy Ross and Bennington Flags which follow the current U.S. Flag and precede the State Flag and SAR Flag in order of prominence).  In the presentation of Colors, former national flags are considered historical flags, and along with other historical flags are dipped in honor of the U.S. Flag.

Other historical flags are typically from the Revolutionary War era or earlier and are included based on the preferences of the Commander or flag bearers.  Some sources suggest that historical battle flags be presented in order of precedence related to the date first used in battle; however, such dates for the Revolutionary War era battle flags are often difficult to discern.  At grave dedications or historic celebrations, flags associated with the service of the Patriot or Patriots being honored should be considered in the selection of flags.  Otherwise, flag bearers may have a personal preference based on their own ancestor’s history, the arm of the military in which they or their ancestor served, or the part of the country from which they come.

The Georgia Society’s collection of flags includes the following:

Current and Prior National U.S. Flags (3)

Current American Flag of 50 stars and 13 stripes.  In 1818 Congress settled on the current design of the flag – 13 stripes and the number of stars equal to the number of states (20 at that time).  The 50-star design was outlined by President Eisenhower by executive order in 1959 following the addition of Hawaii in August 1959 and became effective July 4, 1960.  On June 20, 1969, American astronauts made this the first flag from earth to be raised on the moon.   In 2007 the 50-star Flag will have served as our national flag longer than any other U.S. flag – replacing the 47 year reign of the 48-star flag ordered by President Taft following the admission of New Mexico and Arizona in 1912.

Betsy Ross Flag (13 stars circled on a field of blue), traditionally designed and sewn by Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross following a June 14, 1776, resolution by the Continental Congress that the flag, “…be 13 stripes alternate red and white, that the union be 13 stars, white on a blue field representing a new constellation.”  

Bennington Flag, a different representation of the flag design roughly outlined by the Continental Congress (a field of 13 stars arched above the number “76” on a field of blue), traditionally flown first over the military stores at the battle of Bennington, New York (later becoming Vermont), on August 16, 1777, where General John Stark’s militia led the Americans in decisively defeating a large British raiding force.

State Flag

Georgia State Flag ratified in a voter referendum in 2004.  The flag bears the Georgia coat of arms on a design similar to that used as the first flag of the Confederacy – a circle of stars on a blue field and three alternating red and white stripes known then as the Stars and Bars (a name also often applied to the more familiar St. Andrews Cross design that is most often associated with the Confederacy as its battlefield banner).

Society Flags
The official standard of the Sons of the American Revolution consists of three equal vertical bars of blue, white, and buff.  Upon the center bar is the insignia of the Society and its name.

Historical Flags (11)

Continental Flag/Bunker Hill Flag (solid red with a green pine tree on a field of white) - this flag is referred to by both names and is displayed in the famous portrait by John Trumbull depicting the death of Dr. Warren at the Battle of Bunker Hill (17 June 1775).

Bunker Hill Flag (solid blue with a field of white containing a red cross and a green pine tree in the upper left quadrant of the white field) - [also see Continental Flag previously] this flag was carried by Americans fortifying Breed’s and Bunker Hills June 16-17, 1775, and is one of several designs referred to by this name and probably carried by various New Englanders.

Fort Moultrie Flag (solid dark blue with a half-moon field and the word “Liberty” inscribed on it – this flag was designed in 1775 and flew over Fort Moultrie (then Fort Sullivan) in Charleston harbor.  This was the flag of Colonel William Moultrie’s South Carolina Minutemen.

Culpepper Minuteman Flag (black rattlesnake on a flag of white – “Liberty or Death”) – this flag was used by the Minutemen of Culpepper County, Virginia, part of Patrick Henry’s First Virginia Regiment circa 1775.

Culpepper Ensign/Navy Jack Flag (a poisonous sea snake or rattlesnake on a background of 13 red and white stripes) – this flag is identified with revolutionary naval forces.  There were several versions, and this one is often referred to as the Navy Jack, although this terminology is probably incorrect.  It may have flown aboard the Alfred, flagship of the newly commissioned continental fleet, in January 1776.

Gadsden Flag (coiled rattlesnake on a yellow background – “Don’t Tread on Me”) – this flag was developed by South Carolina delegate, Colonel Christopher Gadsden, from similar designs by others.  Commodore Esek Hopkins, Commander in Chief of the new Continental Navy, carried this or a similar flag in February 1776, when his ships put to sea.  It may have been first used in battle at the Battle of Fort Nassau on New Providence Island in the Bahamas when Hopkins captured large stores of British cannon and other military supplies.  The troops who carried this flag ashore on the raid were the first unit of what is now the United States Marine Corps.

Green Mountain/Green Mountain Boys Flag (solid green with a constellation of stars on a light blue field) – this flag appeared at the Battle of Bennington August 16, 1777, and is named for the famous Green Mountain Boys led by Ethan Allen who fought under General Stark at Bennington.

Cowpens Flag (13 red and white stripes and a field of blue with 12 circled stars and a 13th star in the center of the circle) – this was the flag of the Third Maryland Regiment, which was present on January 17, 1781, when General Daniel Morgan with the help of Maryland, Virginia, and Georgia regiments defeated the British at Cowpens, South Carolina.

Guilford Courthouse Flag (blue and red stripes with an elongated field (canton) of white holding 13 blue star bursts) – this flag is traditionally associated with the battle of the same name in Guilford, North Carolina, March 15, 1781, at which General Greene halted the British advance through the Carolinas and turned them back to the seaport towns.

Grand Union Flag (red and white stripes with the British Union in the upper left corner)—this was the first (unofficial) national flag of the United States. It was raised in 1776 by General George Washington to celebrate the official status of the newly-formed Continental Army, whose camp was in Cambridge. Also known as the Cambridge Flag of Continental Colors.

Washington’s Cruisers Flag (white flag with green tree and the words ”Appeal to Heaven”)—this Revolutionary War ensign was hoisted by the six warships that General Washington fitted out in 1775. Since the General financed these vessels at his own expense, the fleet, and later the ensign, came to be known as Washington’s Cruisers.

18.07.2 Flag Streamers

Flag streamers may be awarded by the NSSAR Historic Sites Committee to a member or members of a State Color Guard for attending, in uniform, a specified national event.  Color Guard performance is not required, but uniformed attendance is.  The streamers go to the State Society Color Guard to be displayed on their SAR Flag.  Streamers may also be awarded by the NSSAR in recognition of winning various national contests, and in recognition of other honors.    

The Georgia Society carries the following flag streamers as of April, 2006:

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 1995-1996

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 1996-1997

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 1998-1999

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 1999-2000

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 2000-2001

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 2002-2003

NSSAR USS Stark Memorial Award 2004-2005

C.A.R. Activity Award 2000-2001

C.A.R. Activity Award 2001-2002

N.S.C.A.R. Activity Award 2003-2004

N.S.C.A.R. Activity Award 2004-2005

President General’s Honor Guard (2)

Admiral Furlong Award 2004-2005

President General’s NSSAR Attendance Award 1989-1990 (2)

President General’s Activities Award 1996-1997

President General’s Activities Award 2004-2005

NSSAR Officer Award 1993-1994

NSSAR Officer Award 1996-1997

NSSAR Officer Award 1997-1998

NSSAR Officer Award 2000-2001

NSSAR Officer Award 2001-2002

NSSAR Officer Award 2002-2003

NSSAR Officer Award 2004-2005

NSSAR The Cowpens (3)

NSSAR Kettle Creek (4)

NSSAR Kings Mountain

NSSAR Yorktown

NSSAR Guilford Courthouse

Point Pleasant Battle Days, 2003, 229th Anniversary

Kings Mountain 224th Anniv

Kings Mountain 225th Anniv

Bufords Massacre 225th Anniv.

The Cowpens, 2006, 225th Anniv.

Guilford Courthouse, 2006, 225th Anniv.

WWII Memorial, May 29, 2004

Color Guard Award 2001-2002

President General’s Color Guard Trophy 1999-2000

President General’s Color Guard Trophy 2000-2001

President General’s Color Guard Trophy 2002-2003

18.07.3 Flag Etiquette (National Colors)

18.07.3.1  Flag Etiquette in a Color Guard

· When marching with other flags abreast in a row, the flag is always to the marchers’ right, or in front of and at the center of the line of flags behind it.

· When posted to a staff holder by itself or with other flags posted, the flag is to the speaker’s right, and the audience’s left.

· The flag should never be festooned, drawn back, or up in folds but always allowed to fall free.

· Do not dip the flag to any person or thing.  Other flags are to be dipped as a mark of honor.

· During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the flag or when the flag is passing in a parade or in a review, all persons present should face the flag, stand at attention, and salute (i.e., hand over heart for civilians, and a military salute for those in uniform).  The salute in the moving column should be rendered from as far way as 6 paces, and no later than the moment the flag passes, and held until it is 6 paces away.

· During the pledge to the flag, those in uniform shall render the military salute (if not carrying a flag).

· The eagle atop the flag staff should face forward while marching and should face the audience when posted to a stand.

18.07.3.2 Flag Etiquette Using a Flag Staff/Pole
· Hoist the flag briskly and before any other flags, lower it ceremoniously and after other flags.  At half-mast, first hoist it to the peak for an instant, then when lowering it, again raise it to the peak first before lowering it completely.

· It should be at the center and at the highest point of the group when a number of flags of States or localities or pennants of societies are grouped and displayed non-temporarily from staffs.

· When displayed from a staff horizontal or at an angle from a windowsill, balcony, or front of a building, the union should be at the peak of the staff (unless at half-mast).

· Do not let the flag touch the ground.

· On Memorial Day, display the flag at half-staff until noon, then raise it to the top of the staff.

· When displayed against a wall with another flag on crossed staffs, the flag should be on the left as the audience faces it, with its staff in front of the other staff.

18.07.3.3 Flag Etiquette Using a Rope/Line
On a line between a building and a pole (over a sidewalk), the union stars are always away from the building.  On a line hung vertically over the center of a street between two buildings, hang the flag with stars to the north in an east/west street, and to the east in a north/south street.

18.07.3.4 Other General Guidelines

· The flag is never flown in inclement weather except when using an all-weather flag.

· The flag can be flown every day from sunrise to sunset and at night if illuminated properly.

· When displayed on a speaker’s platform, flat on the wall, it should be above and behind the speaker, with the union of stars to the audience’s left and at the top.

· When displayed in a window, the flag should be vertical with the union in the upper-left corner as persons outside the building view it. 

· The flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff.

· The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle.

· Generally, no other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the left of it as the audience faces it.

· Do not use it to drape a statue or monument.

· When covering a casket, it should have the union at the head and over the left shoulder, and not be lowered into the grave.

· Bunting of red, white, & blue should be arranged with the blue above, white in the middle, and red below, such as on a speaker’s desk.

· The flag should not be used for advertising purposes.

· It should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.

18.07.3.5 Storing the Flag
First, fold it lengthwise in half, then repeat with the blue field on the outside.  While one person holds it by the blue field, another makes a triangular fold in the opposite end and continues to fold it in triangles until the flag resembles a cocked hat, with only the blue field showing.

18.07.4 Flag History

Following is a limited history of the National Colors:

June 14, 1777
Congress passed an act stating “that the flag of thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white, that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.”  One version of this was the Betsy Ross Flag, which was used until 1795.  Another version is the Hopkinson Flag (also called First Stars and Stripes), designed and urged for adoption by Francis Hopkinson, a delegate to the Continental Congress from New Jersey (13 stripes and alternate rows of 3, then 2 stars, totaling 13 stars on a blue field).

1794 – Congress established a flag with 15 stars and 15 stripes after Vermont and Kentucky became states.  This design is usually referred to as “The Star-Spangled Banner” that Francis Scott Key wrote about in 1814.

1818 – Congress settled on our current design – 13 stripes, with the number of stars equal to the number of states – 20 at that time.  By law, a star would be added to the U.S. Flag on July 4 following the admission of a State to the Union from this date forward.  Following are the years on which from July 4th to July 4th the official number of stars were authorized for the U.S. Flag at that time, and the state(s) admitted that required the changes:

1818-1819
20 stars (IN, LA, MS, OH, TN)

1819-1820
21 stars (IL)

1820-1822
23 stars (AL, ME)

1822-1836
24 stars (MO)

1836-1837
25 stars (AR)

1837-1845
26 stars (MI)

1845-1846
27 stars (FL)

1846-1847
28 stars (TX)

1847-1848
29 stars (IA)

1848-1851
30 stars (WI)

1851-1858
31 stars (CA)

1858-1859
32 stars (MN)

1859-1861
33 stars (OR)

1861-1863
34 stars (KS)

1863-1865
35 stars (WV)

1865-1867
36 stars (NV)

1867-1877
37 stars (NE)

1877-1890
38 stars (CO)

1890-1891
43 stars (ID, MT, ND, SD, WA)

1891-1896
44 stars (WY)

1896-1908
45 stars (UT)

1908-1912
46 stars (OK)

1912-1959
48 stars (AZ, NM)

1959-1960
49 stars (AK)

1960-

50 stars (HI)

18.07.5 Flag Retirement (Disposal) Ceremony

[Thanks to Compatriot Paul Prescott of the Piedmont Chapter, GASSAR, for his contribution to this section of the policy.]

A dignified ceremony for the proper disposal of faded, rip, torn, or otherwise unserviceable United States flags and other flags appropriate for ceremonial disposal may be conducted by an SAR Chapter or its Flag Respect Committee or jointly with other organizations such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, scout groups, and the local fire department.  Such events support SAR’s Flag Respect program.

Organizations that regularly conduct such ceremonies may already have the equipment necessary to hold such events.  Thus, even when conducting such a ceremony under only your chapter sponsorship, it may prove beneficial to contact other organizations in an effort to use their existing equipment.  Otherwise, the following equipment is recommended for performing the ceremony:

1. 30- or 55-gallon steel drum fitted with a re-bar rack which extends about 10 inches above the top of the drum.  An actively burning fire will be started in the drum before the ceremony starts.  

2. A container to hold kerosene into which the condemned flags will be dipped before they are placed on the rack.

3. A re-bar rod to hold the flags while they are dipped and placed over the rack.

Following is a suggested procedure for conducting such a ceremony:  

The Chapter assembles out-of-doors. Members and guests form 2 parallel rows about 20 feet apart, facing each other. The Chapter officers are at their stations as shown in the diagram at the end of this section.  The Sergeant-at-arms and the Color Guard (if any) get in formation at the designated area.  The Sergeant-at-Arms will be in the center.

Sergeant-at-Arms:  “Compatriot President, we wish to present a number of unserviceable Flags of our Country for inspection and disposal.”

President:  “Compatriot Sergeant-at-Arms, advance with your detail and present the Flags for inspection and disposal.”

The detail advances down the center until they are in front of the President.  They leave enough room for a crossover or a “wheel” maneuver.  The Sergeant-at-Arms advances to the President.

Sergeant-at-Arms: “Compatriot President, we have the honor to present for final inspection and proper disposal these Flags of our Country.  They have become faded and worn in a tribute of service, memory, and love and are unserviceable.  It is recommended that they be fittingly destroyed.”
President: “Compatriots, we have presented here these Flags of our Country, which have been inspected and condemned as unserviceable.  They have reached their present state in proper service to our Country.
“A Flag may be a flimsy bit of printed gauze, or a beautiful banner of finest silk.  Its intrinsic value may be trifling or great; but its real value is beyond price, for it is a precious symbol of all that we and our compatriots have worked for and lived for, and died for – a free nation of free men and women, true to the faith of the past, devoted to the ideals and practice of Justice, Freedom, and Democracy.

“Let these faded Flags of our Country be retired and destroyed with respectful and honorable rites and their place be taken by bright new Flags of the same size and kind, and let no grave of our soldier, sailor, or airman dead be un-honored and unmarked..

“Sergeant-at-Arms, assemble the Color Guard, escort the detail bearing the Flags and destroy these Flags by burning.  Members and guests shall stand at attention.”

The Sergeant-at-Arms returns to his position in the Color Guard ranks.  If there are only two Color Guard members, the detail executes an about face and the Color Guard executes a crossover.  If there is more Color Guard, the detail executes a “wheel.”  The detail marches down the center to the fire barrel stopping short enough to again do a crossover or wheel.  The Color Guard member bearing the National Colors will position himself to the right of the fire (facing the President) and the remaining Color Guard will march to the left of the fire.  The Sergeant-at-Arms will be positioned to the right of the fire next to the kerosene container.

President: “The Chaplain will offer a prayer.”
Chaplain:  “. . . . . .  Amen.”

President:  “Hand Salute.”

The Color Guard executes present arms.  Members of the Flag Detail dip the Flags, one at a time, in kerosene and place them on the rack over the fire.  When the last Flag has been consumed by fire, the bugler sounds “To the Colors.”

President:  (At the conclusion of “To the Colors”)  “To”

The Color Guard resumes its position in front of the fire barrel and the fire detail is dismissed.  The Color Guard marches down the center toward the President executes a wheel or crossover and posts the Colors.
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