18.08  CLOSE ORDER DRILL WITH FLAGS

A variety of sources of instruction on close order drill will provide a variety of descriptions and guidelines.  Color Guard members will often cite their own marching background in one of the military services, from a high school or university marching band, from a veterans group color guard, or such other experience in support of executing a drill command in a given way or using specific drill language.  The important consideration is only that the chosen set of drill commands and their execution are consistent within the organization. 

18.08.1  The Components of Drill Commands

Drill commands usually have three parts: (1) the alert to an upcoming set of commands tells the color guard or designated unit to prepare for a set of commands, (2) the preparatory command states the movement to be carried out and mentally prepares the individual for its execution, and (3) the command of execution tells when the movement is to be carried out (for example, COLOR GUARD – to the front – March).  For purposes of this set of guidelines, 

(1) The alert to an upcoming set of commands will usually name the unit (for example, COLOR GUARD, COLORS, COLUMN, or LEFT COLUMN) or use a term such as STANDBY. These “alert” commands are usually only used when there has been a period of no commands.

(2) A preparatory command will be in bold, upper and lower case print (such as to the front).

(3) A command of execution will be in bold, upper and lower case, and underlined print (for example, March).

The alert command may be followed by two consecutive preparatory and execution commands, in which case the alert command is not repeated.  Some Commanders may also delete the alert command when they consider the alert command unnecessary.

18.08.2  Drill Manuel 

The following are based on Baron Von Steuben’s commands used to instruct George Washington’s Guard and other units in order to add discipline and order to the fledgling American Continental Army.

Fall In – The unit will fall in line into their previously designated places with their muskets and flags and stand at ease.  Each member will face the direction designated by the Commander.

Attention – Stand straight with heels 2” apart, toes turned out, and hands at sides.

· Attention (flag bearers) – Stand as above with the flagstaff on the right side, close to the body, butt resting on the ground.  The right hand should be straight down and holding the flagstaff.

· Attention (musket bearers) – Stand as above with the butt of musket on the ground beside the right foot, firelock to the rear.  The right arm should be close to the body and bent so as to grasp the musket just below the muzzle. 

Shoulder . . . Arms – Stand at attention with flags and muskets supported as follows:

· Shoulder Arms (flag bearers) – With the left hand, reach across the body and grasp the flagstaff.  Release the right hand and with the left hand raise the flagstaff about 6” and re-grip the flag staff with the right hand to hold it in that position.  Return left hand to the side.

· Shoulder Arms (Color Guard musket bearers) – For short marches, slide the right hand down the barrel to the swelling and lift the musket.  With the left hand grasp the musket below the right hand and re-position the right hand and fingers around the firelock and trigger guard.  Quit the left hand and return it to the side.  Carry the musket against the right shoulder with the right arm extended straight down and holding the musket by the firelock and trigger guard.  

For long marches, slide the right hand down the barrel to the swelling and lift the musket up, across the body, and at the same time rotate the musket counter-clockwise.  The left hand is then placed under the butt of the musket.  The musket is supported with the first three fingers and the stock rests on the left shoulder. 

For right shoulder carry, slide the right hand down the barrel to the swelling and lift the musket straight up with a counter-clockwise rotation.  With the left hand, grasp the musket below the right hand and continue the lift and rotation.  Quit the right hand and place it under the butt with the first three fingers and the right shoulder supporting the musket.

The Color Guard Commander will announce which musket carry method will be used.

Carry . . . Arms – Stand at attention with flags and muskets supported as follows:

· Carry Arms (flag bearers) – With the left hand, reach across the body and bring the flag to the front. Quit the right hand and then grasp the flagstaff lower with the right hand and raise it such that the butt of the flagstaff rests in the left hand, held at about belt level.  Position the right hand such that it is at about shoulder level with the thumb of the right hand touching the chin.  The flagstaff should be perpendicular to the ground.

· Carry Arms (flag bearers with harness) – The procedure is the same as above except that the butt of the flag is placed in the cup of the harness instead of the left hand.  The left hand should be straight down at the left side.

· Carry Arms (Color Guard musket bearers) – Follow the same movements as for “Shoulder Arms.”

Facing Movements – These movements are “heel and toe” movements of the more current military rather than “heel and heel” movements of the Continental Army.  The reason for this change is that the Color Guard performs many functions indoors where heel only movements are difficult.

· To the right . . . face – Turn briskly to the right on the heel of the right foot and the toe of the left foot. Bring the left foot to the side of the right foot without stomping.

· To the left . . . face – Turn briskly to the left on the heel of the left foot and the toe of the right foot.  Bring the right foot to the side of the left foot without stomping.

· To the right about . . . face – Step back with the right foot bringing the buckle opposite the left heel.  Turn briskly on the heel of the right foot and the toe of the left foot.  Then bring the right foot back beside the left foot.

· To the right and left . . . face – This command is used when some participants must execute a right face and other participants a left face.  

· To the left about . . . wheel – This movement is used to turn a rank in the opposite direction and to maintain the National Colors on the right side.  The center of the rank, being a person or a space between two people acts as a pivot point. Those members to the right of center march forward, describing a semi-circle.  Those members to the left of center march backwards, describing a semi-circle.  It is important to maintain shoulder-to-shoulder contact during the movement to keep the rank in a straight line.
Marching Movements – The common step, since the Color Guard is not usually in a hurry, is about 14 inches with about 75 steps per minute.

· To the front . . . march – Step off with the left foot and march with a free and easy step.

· Column to the right . . . hut – The lead man pivots 90 deg to the right on his left foot and steps off in normal cadence with his right foot.

· Column to the left . . . hut – The lead man pivots 90 deg to the left on his right foot and steps off in normal cadence with his left foot.

· Column to the right . . . wheel – The front or lead rank looks to the left except for the man on the left.  This permits the rank to dress on the man to the left.  The rank executes a 90 deg turn to the right using the man on the right of the rank as a pivot.

· Column to the left . . . wheel – The front or lead rank looks to the right except for the man on the right.  This permits the rank to dress on the man to the right.  The rank executes a 90 deg turn to the left using the man on the left of the rank as a pivot.

· Mark time . . . march – Starting with the left foot, march in normal cadence without moving forward.

· Close ranks . . . march – The lead man in the column marks time as the other men in the column close to proper marching distance.  When the men are in position they will continue to march at mark time until the command “to the front . . . march” is given.

Ready . . . Halt – The command is given on the left foot.  Step normally with the right foot and bring the left foot up beside the right foot. 

Present Arms – This command is given from the position of “shoulder arms,” and is used as a means of a salute.

· Present Arms (flag bearers) – With the left hand, reach across the body and bring the flag to the front. Quit the right hand and then grasp the flagstaff lower with the right hand and raise it such that the butt of the flagstaff rests in the left hand, held at about belt level.  Position the right hand such that it is at about shoulder level. Maintaining the left hand as a pivot, lower the flag to about 45 deg from perpendicular. This applies to all flags except the current National Colors.  The National Colors are not lowered.  Make sure that the eagle faces forward at all times. 

· Present Arms (Color Guard musket bearers) – With the left hand, reach across the body and grasp the musket at the swell.  Bring the musket to the front in front of the left lapel and at the same time place the right foot slightly behind the felt foot and pointed out. Place the right hand just below the flintlock.  Hold the musket perpendicularly and close to the left knee.

· Present Arms (no flags or muskets) – With the right hand, grasp the front peak of the hat and at the same time take one step forward with the right foot.  Lower the hat to waist level, directly in front of the right foot, with the crown down. Bend both knees slightly so that the body is in a slightly bowed position.

Order . . . Arms – This command is normally given from the position of  “Present Arms” or “Shoulder Arms.”  It involves returning the flagstaff or musket to the position of “Attention.”

· Order Arms (flag bearers) –The flag bearer, if at “present arms,” raises the flagstaff to perpendicular and brings the flagstaff to “shoulder arms.”  He then lets the flagstaff slide through his right hand so that the butt is resting on the ground.  He remains at attention.

· Order Arms (Color Guard musket bearers) – If at “present arms,” quit the right hand at the firelock and grasp the musket at the swell. Quit the left hand and move the musket to the right side and lower the butt to the ground.  Hold the musket near the muzzle as at “attention.”  If at “shoulder arms,” reach across the body with the left hand and grasp the musket above the right hand.  Quit the right hand and then grasp the musket at the swell. Return the left hand to the side and lower the butt of the musket to the ground beside the right foot.  Hold the musket near the muzzle as at “attention.”

· Order Arms (no flag or musket) – Return to the position of attention and replace the hat.
Salute – There are times when the Color Guardsmen are not carrying a flag or a musket and it is appropriate to offer a salute.  When a quick salute is appropriate, the following commands are used.

· Ready . . . Salute – On the command “ready,” grasp the front peak of the hat with the right hand.  On the command “salute,” smartly bring the hat down to waist height with the crown facing down.  Hold the hat in this position while awaiting the next command.
· Ready . . . Two – Smartly place the hat back on the head.
Take Care – Used to notify the Color Guard that a command is about to be given.  Usually used after an extended period when no commands have been given.

Rest – Stand in formation in a relaxed manner.  Arms and legs may be moved as necessary to maintain circulation.  Flagstaffs should remain on the right side perpendicular to the ground.  Muskets should rest with the butt on the ground at the right side. The musket should angle 45 deg in front of the body.

Dismissed – The Color Guard and Militia are finished with the exercise and may move at random.
