18.09 Ceremony Protocol

18.09.2  Flag Ceremony

A Flag Ceremony can take on several forms.  In its simplest format, the ceremony involves someone announcing the names of each flag used in the event.  In a more extensive format, each flag and musket carrier is presented by name, city of residence, chapter name, and SAR titles, and either they or an announcer gives a brief description, background, and/or history of the firearm or flag presented.

The primary purpose of the ceremony is to serve as an educational source of flag/firearm history.  Secondly, the presentation allows Color Guard members participating in an event to be recognized.  Such a ceremony is particularly beneficial at grave dedications if scheduled in the program at a point where it can give the members of the Color Guard the opportunity to move about a little from having stood for a prolonged period at attention or parade rest.

The type and length of the event, the announcer’s familiarity with the Color Guard members and flags/firearms, and size of the Color Guard may dictate the best format to use on a given occasion.  It may be beneficial to have the Commander or other member of the Color Guard make the presentation.  

Following is one such format:

Musket Carrier(s)

Compatriot _______________________________________________________ carries a ____________________________________________.

Current and Prior National U.S. Flags

Compatriot ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the current 50-star National Colors of the United States of America.  In 1818 Congress settled on the current design of the flag – 13 stripes and the number of stars equal to the number of states (20 at that time).  The 50-star design was outlined by President Eisenhower by executive order in 1959 following the addition of Hawaii in August 1959 and of Alaska 7 months earlier.  On June 20, 1969, American astronauts made this the first flag from earth to be raised on the moon.   In 2006 it will have served as our national flag longer than any other U.S. flag – replacing the 47 year reign of the 48-star flag ordered by President Taft following the admission of New Mexico and Arizona in 1912.

Compatriot ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Betsy Ross Flag (13 stars circled on a field of blue), traditionally designed and sewn by Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross following a June 14, 1776, resolution by the Continental Congress that the flag, “…be 13 stripes alternate red and white, that the union be 13 stars, white on a blue field representing a new constellation.”  

Compatriot _________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Bennington Flag, a different representation of the flag design roughly outlined by the Continental Congress (a field of 13 stars arched above the number “76” on a field of blue), traditionally flown first over the military stores at the battle of Bennington, New York (now Vermont), on August 16, 1777, where General John Stark’s militia led the Americans in decisively defeating a large British raiding force..

State Flag

Compatriot _________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the most recent version of the Georgia State Flag ratified in a voter referendum in 2004.  The flag bears the Georgia coat of arms on a design similar to that used as the first flag of the Confederacy – a circle of stars on a blue field and three alternating red and white stripes known then as the Stars and Bars (a name also often applied to the more familiar St. Andrews Cross design that is most often associated with the Confederacy as its battlefield banner).

Society Flags
Compatriot ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the official standard of the Sons of the American Revolution.  It consists of three equal vertical bars of blue, white, and buff.  Upon the center bar is the insignia of the Society and its name.

Compatriot ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the official standard of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  [Add a description here.]

Historical Flags

In approximate order of oldest to most current battle flags:

Compatriot  ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Bunker Hill Flag (solid blue with a field of white containing a red cross and a green pine tree (upper left quadrant of the white field)).  Carried by Americans fortifying Breed’s and Bunker Hills June 16-17, 1775, one of several designs probably carried by New Englanders.

Compatriot _________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries a flag referred to as both the Continental Flag and the Bunker Hill Flag (solid red with a green pine tree on a field of white), displayed in the famous portrait by John Trumbull depicting the death of Dr. Warren at the Battle of Bunker Hill (17 June 1775).

Compatriot  _______________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Fort Moultrie Flag (solid dark blue with a half-moon field and the word “Liberty” inscribed on it), which was designed in 1775 and flew over Fort Moultrie (then Fort Sullivan) in Charleston harbor.  This was the flag of Colonel William Moultrie’s South Carolina Minutemen.

Compatriot _________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Culpepper Minuteman Flag (black rattlesnake on a flag of white – “Liberty or Death”), used by the Minutemen of Culpepper County, Virginia, part of Patrick Henry’s First Virginia Regiment circa 1775.

Compatriot  ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Culpepper Ensign (a poisonous sea snake or rattlesnake on a background of 13 red and white stripes) which is identified with revolutionary naval forces.  There were several versions, and this one is often referred to as the first Navy Jack Flag.  It may have flown aboard the Alfred, flagship of the newly commissioned continental fleet in January 1776.

Compatriot  _______________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Gadsden Flag (coiled rattlesnake on a yellow background – “Don’t Tread on Me”) developed from similar designs by South Carolina delegate, Colonel Christopher Gadsden.  Commodore Esek Hopkins, Commander in Chief of the new Continental Navy, carried this or a similar flag in February 1776, when his ships put to sea.  It may have been first used in battle at the Battle of Fort Nassau on New Providence Island in the Bahamas when Hopkins captured large stores of British cannon and other military supplies.  The troops who carried this flag ashore on the raid were the first unit of what is now the United States Marine Corps.

Compatriot  _______________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Green Mountain Boys Flag (solid green with a constellation of stars on a light blue field), which appeared at the Battle of Bennington in Vermont on August 16, 1777, named for the famous Green Mountain Boys led by Ethan Allen who fought under General Stark at Bennington..

Compatriot _________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Cowpens Flag (13 red and white stripes and a field of blue with 12 circled stars and a 13th star in the center of the circle), the flag of the Third Maryland Regiment, which was present on January 17, 1781, when General Daniel Morgan with the help of Maryland, Virginia, and Georgia regiments defeated the British at Cowpens, South Carolina.

Compatriot ________________________________________________________ of the __________________________Chapter carries the Guilford Courthouse Flag, traditionally associated with the battle of the same name in Guilford, North Carolina, March 15, 1781.

Musket Carrier(s)

Compatriot ______________________________________________________ carries a ____________________________________________.

