18.09 Ceremony Protocol

18.09.3  Participation at Members’ Funerals

[Thanks to Compatriot Paul Prescott of the Piedmont Chapter, GASSAR, for his contribution to this section of the policy.]

An SAR Color Guard may participate in a funeral for SAR members in a variety of ways depending upon the wishes of the family, other military and fraternal organizations participating, the religious faith of the member, the type of burial or funeral, and the numbers of Color Guard members available to attend the occasion.  These are among the many considerations that may come into play.  Given the short notice of funerals and the inability of a State Color Guard to meet the volume of activity that might exist, Color Guard participation at funerals is generally managed at the local chapter level.  However, the State Commander may be called upon to provide notice of such an event to the members of the State Color Guard as a whole in order to assist a local chapter in recruiting enough members to participate and meet the family’s wishes.

Whether the member was a veteran or not is often a prime consideration in planning a funeral, and it may have an impact on the type of services conducted for the deceased.  For veterans, Military Honors is a term applied to the final salute paid to a veteran at his or her funeral. Military Honors may be provided to Sons of the American Revolution members at their funeral, provided that they served on active duty and were discharged under other than dishonorable conditions. The Department of Defense will provide, upon request, two or more members of the armed services as an Honor Guard for a Military Honors funeral.  The Department of Defense will also provide a flag to drape the casket for a veteran.  The Funeral Director generally arranges for such benefits.

As a veteran, veterans services organizations such as the American Legion or Veterans of Foreign Wars may actively participate in the funeral with their own 
Color Guard or Honor Guard, and the program will have to be arranged to coordinate any activity planned between any of these and the SAR Color Guard members.

For non-veterans, the Department of Defense will not provide a flag to drape the casket nor provide a military honor guard contingent.  The family may provide a flag and request that the SAR Color Guard perform the same duties as for a veteran, including flag folding, musket salute, “Taps,” and bagpipes.

Types of SAR Color Guard participation may include the following:

Pallbearers - The Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard may serve as pallbearers if the family so requests.  If this is the case, there should be a minimum of six (6) and a maximum of eight (8) pallbearers.  There may be more Color Guard members present in uniform but they will not serve as pallbearers.  The Color Guard will arrive at the designated location, church, funeral home chapel, or gravesite at least 45 minutes before the service is to begin.  The Color Guard will be under the direction of the Funeral Director until the casket has been placed at the grave.

Honor Guard – When this activity is chosen, the Color Guard will arrive at the gravesite at least 45 minutes before the service is to start if they are not serving as pallbearers.  If they are pallbearers, they will arrive with the funeral procession.

The Color Guard will form two columns at the head or foot of the casket and remain at parade rest during the religious portion of the service.  At the end of the religious service, the Funeral Director will ask the attendees to rise for the presentation of military honors.  The Color Guard will come to attention and the two designated members will proceed to the head and foot of the casket and raise the flag full and taught over the casket. The Color Guard member who is to be the folder will be at the foot of the casket.  If there is to be a black powder musket salute, it will be fired at this time. “Taps” will then be played either by a bugler or as a recording.

The folding of the flag will commence after “Taps.”  The two Color Guard members holding the flag will, in unison, side step to a clear area where the flag will be folded.  The remaining Color Guard, will march, forming two columns, one on each side of the flag, and lightly grasp the flag to help keep it flat and taught.  The flag will be folded in the prescribed 13-fold tri-corner manner. (It is highly recommended that the Color Guard practice this procedure before attempting to perform it at a funeral.) As the folder approaches the Color Guard members holding the sides of the flag, these members will release the flag and take one step backward.  When the flag has been completely folded, the folder will hold the flag to his chest, arms crossed, with the three-star side down.  He will then approach the person who will present the flag to the next of kin or designee.  The presenter will receive the flag, single star down, and hold it to his chest with crossed arms.  The presenter will then approach the next of kin or designee and, by simply lowering his arms, present the flag, three-star side first.  Depending on the agility of the presenter, he may simply bow as he presents the flag or may go to one knee. It is appropriate for the presenter to say a few words at this time.

The bagpiper, if one is available, should stand some distance from the gravesite to give an echo effect.  He may play as people gather before the religious service begins.  During the folding of the flag, or after the flag is presented, the bagpiper should play “Amazing Grace.”

The Color Guard, after the presentation of the flag to the next of kin, will march to a designated area and disband.

Other Participation - There are many variations of participation that SAR can perform. The Color Guard can carry historical flags, National Colors, State Colors, and/or the SAR flag, and act as an SAR honor guard in several formats.  The SAR Color Guard can simply be at the service in uniform with no function to perform.  A single Color Guard member or two or three members may simply post and retire the National Colors or two or three flags, usually as part of the procession to bring in and leave with the casket.  The family and the Funeral Director will be the ones to decide on the SAR Color Guard’s contribution.

