18.09 Ceremony Protocol

18.09.5 Color Guard Change of Command Ceremony
The following is a brief dignified ceremony for the change of command for the GASSAR Color Guard.

Equipment:

The SAR Colors on a standard with banners.

The GASSAR Board of Managers and guests are assembled at the meeting place.  They should remain at their seats.

Procedure:
The Sergeant-at-Arms, carrying the SAR Colors at right shoulder colors, and the Outgoing Color Guard Commander and Deputy Commander, along with the Incoming Color Guard Commander and Deputy Commander get in formation at the designated area. 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  “Compatriot President, we are assembled to conduct a change of command for the Georgia State Society Color Guard”
President:  “All Rise.”  “Compatriot Sergeant-at-Arms, advance with your detail.”

The detail advances, on command of the Sergeant-at-Arms, down the center of the room until they are in front of the President.  They should leave enough room for the following maneuvers. 

The Outgoing Commander takes two steps forward and executes a left face.  The Outgoing Deputy Commander side steps to his right until he is aligned with the Commander. He then executes a left face.  The Incoming Commander takes two steps forward and executes a right face.  The Incoming Deputy Commander side steps to his left until he is aligned with the new Commander and executes a right face.  These maneuvers are accomplished in sequence.

President: “Commander (name) and Deputy Commander (name) relinquish command of the GASSAR Color Guard.”

Sergeant-at-Arms:  The Sergeant-at-Arms, carrying the SAR Colors perpendicularly and directly in front, executes a right face. He rotates the Colors 45 degrees right and passes the SAR Colors to the Outgoing Deputy Commander.  The Outgoing Deputy Commander receives the Colors and smartly brings them to the perpendicular position directly in front.  He pauses (a two count), then rotates the Colors to 45 degrees, and returns the Colors to the Sergeant-at-Arms. The Sergeant-at-Arms returns the Colors to right shoulder colors, executes a left face, takes two steps forward, and executes a right face.  He brings the Colors directly in front and perpendicular then rotates the Colors 45 degrees to the right and passes the Colors to the Outgoing Commander.  The Outgoing Commander receives the Colors and smartly brings them to the perpendicular position.  The Sergeant-at-Arms executes a right face, takes two steps forward to his original position, and does an about face. The Outgoing Commander takes two steps forward, executes a right face, rotates the Colors 45 degrees right, and presents the Colors to the President.

Outgoing Commander:  “Compatriot President, we relinquish our command.”

The President receives the Colors and smartly brings them to the perpendicular position.

The Outgoing Commander returns to his position.

The Sergeant-at-Arms takes two steps forward to be in front of the President.

President: Gives Colors to the Sergeant-at-Arms who brings them to shoulder colors, executes an about face and returns to his position and executes another about face.

“Effective (date) (name) assumes command of the Georgia State Society Color Guard with (name) as his deputy.”

Incoming Commander:  “Compatriot President, we assume command.”

Sergeant-at-Arms:  The Sergeant-at-Arms, carrying the SAR Colors at shoulder colors takes two steps forward, brings the Colors to front perpendicular, rotates the Colors 45 degrees right, and passes the SAR Colors to the President.  The President receives the Colors and smartly brings them to the perpendicular position directly in front.  The Sergeant-at-Arms takes two steps backward. The Incoming Commander steps forward, directly in front of the President, and executes a left face. The President rotates the Colors to 45 degrees and passes the Colors to the Incoming Commander.  The Incoming Commander brings the Colors to perpendicular, executes an about face, rotates the Colors to 45 degrees, and passes the Colors to the Sergeant-at-Arms. The Incoming Commander executes a right face, returns to his original position, and executes an about face.  The Sergeant-at-Arms, upon receiving the Colors from the Incoming Commander, smartly brings them to a perpendicular position, executes a left face, rotates the Colors to 45 degrees, and passes the Colors to the Incoming Deputy Commander. The Incoming Deputy Commander receives the Colors, smartly brings then to a perpendicular position, pauses (a two count), returns the Colors to 45 degrees, and passes them to the Sergeant-at-Arms.  The Sergeant-at-Arms brings the Colors smartly to the perpendicular position, executes a right face and brings the Colors to shoulder colors.

President:  “Ready, Post”
Deputy Commanders & Sergeant-at-Arms:  On command of the Sergeant-at-Arms, the DCs and Sergeant-at-Arms execute an about face and march to the back of room.  They then execute an about face.

Sergeant-at-Arms:  “Parade, rest”

President: Moves to podium and instructs the BOM and guests to be seated.  He then makes any remarks he wishes.

“Compatriots, (name, Outgoing Commander)”

Outgoing Commander:  Goes to podium and gives remarks.

President:  “Compatriots, The Commander (name)”
New Commander:  Goes to podium and gives remarks.

President:  “Compatriots, this concludes the change of command ceremony.”
