18.09 Ceremony Protocol

18.09.6 Mourn Muskets

Mourn Muskets is a solemn tribute to fallen Patriots and is performed by the Elijah Clarke Militia during the benediction at a grave marking.  The movements are as follows:

The militia is brought to attention and the order given to Present – Arms.  The command is then given to Mourn – Muskets.  The militiamen then slowly rotate the muskets so that the muzzles are pointing straight down with the end of the barrel resting on the militiaman’s left toe.  The left hand is then placed on the musket butt followed by the right hand.  The head is then bowed to rest on the hands.  This position is maintained during the benediction.  After the benediction, the command is given to Recover – Muskets.  The procedure is then reversed by raising the head; removing the hands to the former position on the musket; and raising the musket to the present-arms position, all in slow motion.  The command Order – Arms ends the movement.

