26.01     Grave  Marking  for SAR  Ancestors In Another Area or State

Interested in having your Patriot ancestors’ grave marked but are unable to do it because of the physical distance involved?  Well, maybe there is a solution.  How about a program where YOU put the package together and a fellow chapter in another state conducts the service for you!  How would this work?  First, a local chapter equipped with all the necessary information and logistics would voluntarily provide a dignified dedication service to honor your Patriot ancestor.  Here’s what it would take:

1.  Provide proof to a sponsoring chapter nearest the grave that the Patriot qualifies under SAR guidelines.

2.  Provide appropriate biographical information about the ancestor along with a mailing list of known descendants.  Indicate if you will attend the service once the sponsoring chapter establishes the date.

3.  Determine if the Patriot has a gravestone.  If  not, you can order one free from the Veterans Affairs Administration, by visiting the web site:  www.cem.va.gov and completing VA 40-1330.  Use fax number 1-800-455-7143 as a direct line to streamline requests for Revolutionary War makers from the government.  The markers can be ordered either in granite or marble that weigh about 130 pounds.  A normal headstone weighs 230 pounds, so special permission needs to be obtained in asking a chapter to handle one this size. 

4.  If delivery is desired at another location than your own, VA  40-1330 must be first forwarded for signature (block 22) to the person who will receive the shipment.

5.  If a gravestone exists, order a bronze marker, using the merchandise order form in the SAR Magazine.  The 8” lug marker is normally used.  You may want to order a 5” bronze marker to attach to the government stone. It is your responsibility to pay for the marker.


6. In either case of (3) or (4) above, have the marker shipped directly to a designated individual in the Sponsoring Chapter.

7.  Provide detailed information on the location of the cemetery and where the grave is located within the cemetery.

From start to finish, the entire process takes about three months.  Depending on the location of the grave, the weather could also add to the time required to accomplish the task.

Once plans have been finalize and the dedication service conducted, both you and the Sponsoring Chapter will feel a source of pride in bringing alive the memory of a Patriot too long forgotten. 
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